CAREERS THROUGH MATHS: TEACHING ASSISTANT
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JOB OVERVIEW

Teaching Assistants (TAs) provide crucial support to qualified teachers in primary, secondary, or special educational
needs (SEN) settings. Their role is multifaceted, involving direct student support, resource preparation, and classroom
management. A significant part of their work involves reinforcing mathematical concepts, from basic numeracy in
primary schools to more complex topics in secondary education, ensuring students grasp fundamental principles.

TAs work closely with individuals or small groups, often tailoring explanations to different learning styles. They are in-
strumental in identifying pupils who are struggling with mathematical concepts and providing the targeted, patient sup-
port needed to build confidence and competency. The role demands a solid understanding of the curriculum and the

ability to break down mathematical problems into manageable steps.

KEY MATHS APPLICATIONS

Primary Areas:

ESSENTIAL SKILLS & TOOLS

SKILL APPLICATION

**Differentiated Instruction**

**Manipulatives (e.g., Counters, Base Ten Blocks)**

**Patience and Communication**

**Assessment for Learning**

TYPICAL PATHWAY

Adapting mathematical explanations to suit varied learning
abilities and styles within a single group.

Using physical objects to provide a concrete understanding of
abstract number concepts.

Explaining complex ideas in simple, clear terms and providing
positive reinforcement.

Using informal questioning and observation to gauge a student's
understanding and identify misconceptions in real-time.

REAL-WORLD IMPACT

There is no single mandatory qualification, but most TAs
hold GCSEs (A*-C/9-4) in English and Maths, with many
pursuing a Level 2 or 3 Award/Certificate in Supporting
Teaching and Learning. Many schools provide on-the-
job training. A common route is to start as a volunteer or
apprentice before securing a permanent position. For
higher-level teaching assistant (HLTA) status, a more
rigorous assessment against professional standards is
required.

INDUSTRY DEMAND

Demand for TAs in the UK remains consistently high,
particularly in SEN settings and for roles supporting
core subjects like mathematics. The UK government's
focus on improving educational outcomes and
supporting pupils with additional needs ensures a
steady need for skilled support staff. While specific
growth statistics vary by region, teaching assistants are
a fundamental part of the school workforce across the
country.

Teaching Assistants play a vital role in building the
numerical literacy that is essential for everyday adult
life, from managing personal finances to interpreting
data in the news. By providing individualised support,
they help close attainment gaps, boost student
confidence, and foster a positive attitude towards
mathematics, which is crucial for future STEM career
pathways and informed citizenship.

QUICK FACTS

* Education: Relevant qualifications typically required
» Career: Professional role requiring analytical skills
» Career: Professional role requiring analytical skills

MATHEMATICAL EXAMPLES

Percentage Calculations: Tax, growth rates, and
performance metrics
Spatial Planning: Office layouts and space optimization
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